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I found it powerfully satisfying to guide them, from behind the scenes whenever 
possible, to grow into their own careers as shapers of the next generation.
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W 
hat impact has Ramah had on my life?
When I was twelve years old, my parents sent me to Ramah Berkshires — 

that was 1964. I returned every summer, went on Israel Seminar in 1968, and 
later was a staff member for around ten summers: junior counselor and Hebrew 
teacher at Ramah Canada, doctor at Ramah Poconos, and then at Berkshires. 
My son attended Ramah Day Camp in Nyack and Ramah Berkshires, and 
then he was on the swim staff. My daughter attended Ramah Berkshires and 
then was on swim staff. Needless to say, Ramah has always played a very cen-
tral role in our family life. I recently returned from a week’s vacation in Israel 
with my husband and daughter. Shabbat in Jerusalem is always spiritually 
uplifting and full of joy. We enjoyed it with many friends, including Ramah 
friends who have made aliyah. The love of Shabbat and all of the positive 
energy I experienced in Israel last Shabbat began with my Ramah summers, 
and Shabbat in Ramah is on par with Shabbat in Jerusalem!
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T 
his is a story I have wanted to share for a long time, but I knew that it would 

be understood only by those who have been touched by the magic of a Camp 
Ramah experience. After all, when you try to explain how beautiful the sounds 
of an entire camp coming together to celebrate in the joy of Shabbat can be, 
or talk of the thrill of many voices singing together during zimriyyah, you are 
most certainly looked upon as slightly odd. These are not your typical stories of 
summer camp. Yet this is some of what has remained with me all these years 
after my wonderful time spent at mah

˙
aneh Ramah.
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Mine is a story of a wandering Jew. My family moved around quite a lot 
during my childhood. My parents were committed to Eretz Yisra’el and took 
us to live in Israel for four years when I was very young. We moved back to the 
United States and what remained with me were memories of a very happy 
time. I spoke Hebrew, went to gan, had friends, and fell in love with Israel. 
Our connection and ties remained strong. But my experience was unique and 
not shared by many I met. It was rare that I found others with similar feelings 
and knowledge about Israel. And then, the summer immediately following my 
bat mitzvah, I went to Camp Ramah. I attended Camp Ramah in Glen Spey 
for two years and then Ramah Berkshires for two more years. And it was then 
that I found that I had finally come to a place where it felt like home, where I 
belonged. I wasn’t the only thirteen-year-old who spoke Hebrew, who had 
been to Israel, and who was proud to be Jewish. I no longer felt like a stranger 
in a strange land. I made a deep connection that has since guided me on my 
Jewish journey.
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C 
amp Ramah, the summer camp of the Conservative Movement, had such 

profound significance for me. Raised in a marginal Jewish family, indifferent 
to the content of my Hebrew school experience, it was at Ramah that I was 
introduced to the rhythm of the Jewish week and the beauty and glory of 
Shabbat, participatory prayer, and serious Jewish study. For the first time, I 
participated in a vibrant Jewish community. An initial list of the qualities of 
Ramah in the mid-1960s that were decisive include:

•  A clear vision informed by ideology, that is, a commitment to a 
halachic lifestyle, the Hebrew language, and Jewish study made accessible and 
joyful in the camp environment

•  A strong educational philosophy that energized staff; staff believed 
that they were on the cutting edge of informal Jewish and religious education, 
which communicated a sense of a “greater mission” to campers


